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FOCUSING ON COMPLETE 

PREPARATION AND A 

BETTER WAY TO REACH 

YOUR GOALS, 

DEVELOPING THE 

INDIVIDUAL FIRST. 

Helping you Achieve 
your Preparation Goals 
The Legacy Group Pageant Consulting Interview Focus Newsletter is 

designed to specifically assist our clients participating in interview preparation 

but is beneficial to any contestant. 

 

Our weekly updates include the most important news events and related 

stories so that you learn to build your depth of knowledge around the “right” 

current events and stop wasting valuable time studying facts and issues that 

will never find their way into the interview room. 

 

In addition, we also focus on one key social issue in each newsletter to help 

you understand the pros and cons and help you better decide where you 

stand on each issue.  Once you know where you stand you can better defend 

your viewpoint in the interview process. 

  

As a bonus there are extra interview questions on each week’s social issue 

and “get to know you” questions as well as a “tip of the week”. When you’re 

prepared properly, you’ll never be nervous walking into an interview again!  

Enjoy! 

 

~Michelle & Jessica 

 

 

PAGEANT WATCH 

 

Nina Davuluri, Miss America 2014 was in the news recently after attending a ceremony in Atlantic City to dedicate the Miss America 

statute that reigns over the boardwalk (modeled after Miss America 2012, Mallory Hagan).  In an interview while there, Nina stated that 

she no longer planned to become a doctor, as she had stated when she won Miss America.  She said her original plans to become a 

doctor were due to family pressure.  She now plans to pursue a degree in Business Administration after giving up her crown in 

September.  Miss America 

http://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2014/04/miss_america_nina_davuluri_doctor_family_pressure.html
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1. The NFL drafted its first openly gay player in the 

2014 draft.  News coverage showed a happy 

Michael Sam kissing his partner in reaction to being 

drafted.  Since then, controversy has surrounded 

the on TV kiss.  Should ESPN have showed the 

kiss?  Do you think we will ever become a society 

that openly accepts gays and lesbians as any 

other? 

 

CNN 

 

 

2. A very serious outbreak of the MERS virus has 

become more urgent, said the World Health 

Organization this week.  Airlines are going so far as 

to put notices in terminals regarding the outbreak. 

Would you change your travel plans because of 

such an outbreak?  On a separate note, do you 

think parents should to be required to vaccinate 

their children before starting school?  Should 

parents be able to get a waiver of the requirement 

for religious or other personal beliefs?   

  

CNN 

    

 

3. Lower level courts in two different states (Arizona 

and Idaho) struck down the ban on gay marriage in 

those states this week.  Shortly thereafter, higher 

courts overruled those decisions.  Today, 17 states 

and the District of Columbia allow same sex 

marriage.  Do you believe that states should be 

able to decide whether to allow same sex marriage 

or should that right be taken away from the states 

and left to the federal government to decide? 

USA Today 

 

USA Today- Idaho 

4. Tennessee Governor, Bill Haslam signed a law 
Tuesday which promises free community college 
tuition to every high school graduate in the state.  
The “Tennessee Promise” would use $34 million a 
year from lottery funds to cover tuition for a two-
year degree at a community college.  Do you think 
your state should adopt a similar law?  Given this 
opportunity, would you attend a community 
college first before continuing to a four-year 
university?  Do you think this will encourage more 
people to continue their education and lower the 
high school drop-out rate? 
     
CBS News 

 
5. A recent study suggests that smoking while 

pregnant may lead to less control over inhibitions 
when the child is an adult.   Smoking while 
pregnant has been tied to many other issues for 
children as well, including attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder.  Should smoking be 
illegal for pregnant women?  Do you think enough 
is being done to make everyone aware of the 
harmful effects of smoking?  
     
Yahoo 

 
6. Today, in an unsual turn of events, Republican 

Senators voted to freeze a large tax credit 
package, in order to make a statement against 
how Democrats are running the Senate chamber.  
Do you think we should do away with political 
parties in order to advance our government 
forward?  Are these types of party blocking 
happening too frequently or is this just the nature 
of politics? 
 
CNN 

 

http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/12/us/michael-sam-nfl-kiss-reaction/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/14/health/mers-outbreak/index.html?hpt=hp_t2
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/05/15/arkansas-gay-marriage-law/9134277/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/05/13/idaho-same-sex-marriage-ban/9062101/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/tennessee-promises-free-college-to-all-high-school-grads/
http://news.yahoo.com/maternal-smoking-tied-inhibition-related-brain-differences-kids-200427634.html
http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/15/politics/republicans-tax-credits/index.html?hpt=hp_t1


 

 

  

Social Issue of the Week:  

Concealed Handguns 
 
 
 
Concealed carry has been a hot topic the last few years.  Although the categories of 
permits vary by state, carrying a concealed handgun in public is permitted in all 50 states 
for non-law enforcement officials.  Washington D.C. does not allow concealed carry 
except by active and retired law enforcement officers. 
 
Proponents of Concealed Carry: 

 Say criminals are less likely to attack someone they believe to be armed. 

 Cite the 2nd Amendment’s “right to keep and bear arms”. 

 Argue that most adults who legally carry a concealed gun are law-abiding and do 
not misuse their firearms. 

 
Opponents of Concealed Carry: 

 Argue increased gun ownership leads to more gun crime and unintended gun 
injuries. 

 Concealed handguns increase the chances of arguments becoming deadly. 

 Argue society would be safer with less guns on the streets not more. 
 
 
Some Interesting Facts to Consider: 
 

 Seven states allow carrying a concealed weapon on public college or 
university campus, 21 states ban carrying on campus and 22 states 
leave that decision up to the college. 

 The National Rifle Association (NRA) gives President Obama an “F” 
rating based on his voting record on guns.   

 In the past 7 years, at least 14 police officers and 622 other people were 
killed by private individuals legally allowed to carry concealed handguns. 
 

Where do you stand on concealed handguns? 
 
Read more information on the pros/cons of concealed carry: 
 

http://concealedguns.procon.org/ 
 
 
 

Coming next week…Gay Marriage 

Social Issue Questions 
 

1. Do you feel safe 
knowing the person 
next to you may be 
carrying a concealed 
handgun? 

2. Do you think school 
shootings like 
Columbine, Virginia 
Tech and Newtown 
could have been 
prevented had 
teachers been allowed 
to have concealed 
weapons at school? 

3. Should private 
companies be allowed 
to forbid weapons on 
their property if they 
are legally being 
carried? 

4. What qualifications do 
you think should be 
required before 
someone could 
receive a concealed 
carry permit? 

5. Do you support 
conceal carry? 

Get To Know You 
Questions 

 
1. How do you 

incorporate STEM into 
your platform? 

2. What has been the 
biggest impact you’ve 
made with your 
platform? 

3. Who is your role 
model? 

4. What would make you 
a great Miss State? 

Tip of the Week 
 

Remember your closing is 
your last 30 seconds with 

the judges—make it 
memorable! 

http://concealedguns.procon.org/

