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FOCUSING ON COMPLETE 

PREPARATION AND A 

BETTER WAY TO REACH 

YOUR GOALS, 

DEVELOPING THE 

INDIVIDUAL FIRST. 

Helping you Achieve 
your Preparation Goals 
The Legacy Group Pageant Consulting Interview Focus Newsletter is 

designed to specifically assist our clients participating in interview preparation 

but is beneficial to any contestant. 

 

Our weekly updates include the most important news events and related 

stories so that you learn to build your depth of knowledge around the “right” 

current events and stop wasting valuable time studying facts and issues that 

will never find their way into the interview room. 

 

In addition, we also focus on one key social issue in each newsletter to help 

you understand the pros and cons and help you better decide where you 

stand on each issue.  Once you know where you stand you can better defend 

your viewpoint in the interview process. 

  

As a bonus there are extra interview questions on each week’s social issue 

and “get to know you” questions as well as a “tip of the week”. When you’re 

prepared properly, you’ll never be nervous walking into an interview again!  

Enjoy! 

 

~Michelle & Jessica 

 

 

PAGEANT WATCH 

 

Miss America 1998 and now Broadway star, Kate Shindle, has announced the release of a new book this coming September, “Being Miss 

America”.  In this book, Kate delivers a witty memoir of her year as Miss America and explores what it means to take on the mantle of 

America’s “ideal”.  She also talks candidly of her work as an AIDS activist during her year of service and how she found ways to 

circumvent the “crown and gown” stereotype in order to talk openly with high school students about AIDS.   

Being Miss America 

http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Kate-Shindles-BEING-MISS-AMERICA-Book-Gets-91-Release-20140522%23.U4OEjaMo6Uk
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1. Allegations have surfaced this week regarding 

treatment delays and preventable deaths that have 

occurred at VA hospitals.  President Obama 

remarked this week, “I will not stand for it- not as 

commander in chief but also not as an American.”  

26 facilities across the country are being 

investigated.  Do you think Veterans have a right to 

free health care in this county?  Do VA Hospitals 

still make sense, giving the constant budget 

constraints we face as a country each year?   

 

Penn Live 

 

2. With the possibility of Hillary Clinton running for 

president in the 2016 elections, Republicans are 

stepping up their strategy to discredit Clinton by 

reminding young people of the news from 1990s as 

well as discussing Clinton’s health and her age.  Do 

these types of discussions and propaganda have a 

place in the election?  Or should Hillary Clinton be 

allowed to run on her own merits (rather than what 

her husband did in office, even if she was the first 

lady at that time and perhaps had a hand in his 

platform. 

  

   CNN 

 

3. Jill Abramson, the first female executive editor of 

the NY Times was let go last week.  Reports have 

suggested that she was fired for seeking equal pay 

with her predecessor.  This is an issue that 

continues to surface.  Do you think women will ever 

win this battle for equality in the workplace?  Are 

we making strides? 

 

NY Times 

 

 

 
4. A federal judge in Pennsylvania this week struck 

down the state’s ban on gay marriage, ruling the 
ban is unconstitutional.  In a recent survey 
conducted by ABC News, results show that the 
opinion of the public is changing with regard to 
same-sex marriage, with 59% of Americans now 
favoring same sex couples to marry.  Do you 
agree with same sex marriage?  Should this 
become a federally mandated issue so that states 
no longer hold the right to this decision?  Why do 
you think the public opinion has shifted so greatly 
in recent months? 
CNN 

   
5. Media giants AT&T and DirectTV are 

contemplating a $48.5 billion merger.  We have 
seen a lot of opposition by federal regulators with 
media consolidation, after Comcast’s 
announcement that it was buying TimeWarner.  
Do you think the regulators should allow the 
merger to proceed or will this merger create a 
monopoly for the company in the marketplace? 
 
CNN Money 

 
6. Elliot Rodger, the 22 year old man who went on a 

shooting rampage in southern California this 
week, killing 6 people, penned a manifesto titled, 
“My Twisted World”, vowing to “punish all females 
for the crime of depriving me sex.”  Rodger was 
truly obsessed with sex, even though he was a 
virgin.  Do you think the media should be 
publishing this 137 page manifesto?  Or does this 
give other young people in Rodger’s position 
unnecessary ideas?  Could more extreme gun 
laws have prevented this unnecessary killings?  
 
NY Daily News 
 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2014/05/obama_calls_veterans_affairs_h.html
http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/22/politics/gop-clinton-young-voters/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/20/business/media/after-firing-from-times-jill-abramson-talks-about-resilience.html?_r=0
http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/20/us/pennsylvania-same-sex-marriage/
http://tech.fortune.cnn.com/2014/05/21/att-directv-merger-heavy-regulatory-scrutiny-ahead/
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/maniac-writes-manifesto-prior-deadly-rampage-article-1.1805474


 

 

  

Social Issue of the Week:  

Same Sex Marriage 
 
 
As of May 21, 2014, gay marriage has been legalized in 19 states and the District of 
Columbia, while 31 states have gay marriage bans, either through laws or constitutional 
amendments or both.   
 
Proponents Argue:  Same-sex couples should have access to the same marriage 
benefits and public acknowledgement that heterosexual couples enjoy and that 
prohibiting gay marriage is unconstitutional discrimination. 
 
Opponents Argue:  Alternating the traditional definition of marriage (as being between a 
man and a woman) will further weaken the institution of marriage and that legalizing gay 
marriage is a slippery slope that could lead to the legalization of polygamous and 
interspecies marriages.   
 
Did You Know? 
 

 The gay rights movement can be dated back to 1969 when police in NYC 
raided the Stonwall Inn, a popular gay bar, but on this occasion gay and 
lesbians fought back.  This marked the beginning of the political 
movement during a time when it was illegal to have homosexual sex in all 
states, except Illinois.  Following this, the number of gay organizations in 
the country swelled from fewer than 50 to nearly 1000. 

 One high profile opponent of gay rights was former Miss Oklahoma, Anita 
Bryant, who founded the group Save Our Children and campaigned to 
repeal local ordinances that prohibited discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. 

 In 1996, President Bill Clinton signed the federal DOMA statute (Defense 
of Marriage Act) into law, ensuring that no state would be forced to 
recognize gay marriages performed in other states and prevented same-
sex couples from receiving federal protections and benefits given to 
married heterosexual couples. 

 On July 1, 2000, Vermont became the first state in the U.S. to institute 
civil unions, giving same-sex couples the same rights as heterosexual 
married couples, without calling it a marriage. 

 On November 18, 2003, Massachusetts’ highest court ruled that the state 
must allow same-sex couples to marry.  The first legal gay marriage in 
the U.S. was performed in May 2004, in Massachusetts. 

 On June 26, 2013, the US Supreme Court, in a 5-4 decision, declared 
unconstitutional part of the federal DOMA which defined marriage as 
solely a legal union between a man and a woman.  The decision allowed 
same-sex couples to receive federal benefits, including tax breaks and 
pension rights. 

 
To read more pro/con arguments on Gay Marriage, follow this link:  

http://gaymarriage.procon.org/#pro_con 
 
 
 

Coming next week…Death Penalty 

Social Issue Questions 
1.  Do you agree with 
the 2013 Supreme 
Court decision finding 
the definition of 
marriage as between a 
man and a woman to 
be unconstitutional? 
2.  Should the federal 
government be the 
ones to decide whether 
gay marriage should 
be legalized or should 
it be left up to the 
states to decide? 
3.  Do you support gay 
marriage?  Do you 
support civil unions?  
Should we have both? 
4.  Why do you think 
the public has change 
their opinion on gay 
marriage so drastically 
in the past few months 
that the majority of the 
country supports it? 

Get To Know You 
Questions 
1.  What has been your 
greatest accomplishment 
with your platform? 
2.  Who is your female role 
model? 
3.  What Miss America 
would you most like to 
emulate? 
4.  How do you balance 
being a good titleholder 
with your other scholastic 
obligations? 

Tip of the Week 
 

Having a specific plan on 
how to incorporate stem into 
your platform (or how to 
promote it separately during 
your year) is critical.  Make 
a plan! 

http://gaymarriage.procon.org/%23pro_con

