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FOCUSING ON COMPLETE 

PREPARATION AND A 

BETTER WAY TO REACH 

YOUR GOALS, 

DEVELOPING THE 

INDIVIDUAL FIRST. 

Helping you Achieve 
your Preparation Goals 
The Legacy Group Pageant Consulting Interview Focus Newsletter is 

designed to specifically assist our clients participating in interview preparation 

but is beneficial to any contestant. 

 

Our weekly updates include the most important news events and related 

stories so that you learn to build your depth of knowledge around the “right” 

current events and stop wasting valuable time studying facts and issues that 

will never find their way into the interview room. 

 

In addition, we also focus on one key social issue in each newsletter to help 

you understand the pros and cons and help you better decide where you 

stand on each issue.  Once you know where you stand you can better defend 

your viewpoint in the interview process. 

  

As a bonus there are extra interview questions on each week’s social issue 

and “get to know you” questions as well as a “tip of the week”. When you’re 

prepared properly, you’ll never be nervous walking into an interview again!  

Enjoy! 

 

~Michelle & Jessica 

 

 

PAGEANT WATCH 

 

Miss America state pageant season has started!  Miss Vermont 2014 was crowned last weekend.  She is Lucy Marion Edwards and is a 

sophomore in neuroscience at the University of Vermont.  Her platform is the B+ Foundation, children helping children fight cancer.  

Congratulations to Lucy!  Miss New Hampshire will be crowned this weekend. 

 

Miss Vermont 2014 Crowned 

http://www.missvermont.org/miss-vermont-2014.html
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1. The NBA’s commissioner banned Los Angeles 

Clipper’s owner Donald Sterling for life from the 

NBA and fined him $2.5 million for his racist 

remarks.  Do you think the NBA went too far in their 

decision?  Should he have been allowed the 

opportunity to make amends for his remarks rather 

than banning him outright?   

 

  CNN 

 

2.  Lawmakers in Iowa this week passed a bill 

legalizing the possession of marijuana oil, a liquid, 

non-intoxicating form of marijuana, as a treatment 

for severe epilepsy.  Five other states have similar 

laws.  With the passage of this law, do you think we 

will see states, like Iowa, allow for broader 

legalization of possession and use of marijuana?  

Do you think full use of marijuana should be 

legalized? 

 

   Huffington Post 

 QC Times 

 

3.  The number of sexual assault reported by 

members of the U.S. military has increased 

significantly, by as much as 50%, with more than 

5,000 reported cases of sexual assault in 2013.  

Why do you think the numbers have jumped so 

greatly over the last year?  Do you think that the 

“light” sentence given recently to a U.S. Army 

general accused of sexually assaulting a female 

captain (he was only fined and not given any jail 

time) will have any impact on cases being reported 

in the future? 

 

Reuters 

4. Federal investigators released a list of 55 colleges 
and universities that are currently under 
investigation to determine whether they illegally 
handled sexual violence and harassment 
complaints.  Do you think enough is being done by 
school officials to curb sexual assault and 
harassment on college campuses?  Have you 
ever felt threatened on campus?  If so, how did 
you handle the situation? 

 
CNN 

 
5. In Oklahoma this week, an inmate’s execution 

was botched after his vein collapsed and there 
weren’t enough drugs to finish the execution.  
Witnesses indicated that the inmate was withering 
in visible pain.  The inmate died 45 minutes later 
of an apparent heart attached.  Does your state 
allow execution of inmates?  Do you think such 
practice should continue?   

 
CNN 

 
6. 6.  About 15% of Americans are on food stamps.  

Half of those enrolled are children and a quarter 
are senior citizens.  Do you think food stamps is a 
necessary part of poverty programs in the U.S.?  
Does the number of people on food stamps 
surprise you?   

 
CNN Money 

http://www.cnn.com/2014/04/29/us/clippers-sterling-scandal/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/05/01/iowa-marijuana-oil_n_5248483.html
http://qctimes.com/news/local/iowa-legislature-legalizes-medical-marijuana-oil/article_73730d2c-d115-11e3-b169-001a4bcf887a.html
http://rt.com/usa/156176-military-sexual-assualt-report-skyrocket/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/01/us/colleges-sex-complaint-investigations
http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/01/us/oklahoma-botched-execution/
http://money.cnn.com/2014/05/02/news/economy/food-stamps-states/index.html?source=cnn_bin


 

 

  

Social Issue of the Week:  

Medical Marijuana 
 
In 1972, the U.S. placed marijuana in Schedule 1 of the Controlled Substance Act, citing 
that it had “no accepted medical use.”  Today, 21 states have legalized the medical use 
of marijuana.  Should marijuana be a medical option in all fifty states?  Know your opinion 
and why: 
 
Proponents of medical marijuana: 

-  Argue that it can be safe and effective treatment of cancer, AID, MS, 
pain, glaucoma, epilepsy among other conditions.   

 
Opponents of medical marijuana: 

- Argue that it is too dangerous, is not FDA approved, may cause 
addiction and lead to use of other more serious drugs.  Allowing 
medical marijuana is an opening to allow marijuana for recreational 
use. 

 
States Where Medical Marijuana is Legal: 
 

- Alaska  - Arizona  - California 
- Colorado  - D.C.   - Delaware 
- Hawaii  - Illinois   - Maine 
- Maryland   - Massachusetts - Michigan 
- Montana   - Nevada  - New Hampshire 
- New Jersey  - New Mexico  - Oregon 
- Rhode Island - Vermont  - Washington 

 
 http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000881 
 
 
The Top 10 Pro/Con statements on the use of medical marijuana: 

 
http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000141 

 
 The link above looks at the pro/con from each of the following perspectives: 
 

1. Physician View 
2. Medical Organization View 
3. U.S. Government Officials 
4. Health Risks 
5. Treating AIDS 
6. Use for Terminally Ill 
7. Marijuana v. Marinol 
8. Addictiveness of Marijuana 
9. Gateway to other drug use 
10. The debate and its effect on youth drug use 

 
**Information from www.procon.org 
 

Coming next week…College Education 

Social Issue Questions 
 

1. Should marijuana be 
legalized nationally in 
every state for 
medicinal purposes?  
Should this decision 
be up to the state or 
the federal 
government? 

2. Do you agree with the 
opinion that the use of 
marijuana leads to use 
of other drugs? 

3. Since alcohol is legal, 
should marijuana also 
be legalized for 
recreational purposes? 

4. If you had to 5 minutes 
with your state 
senator, how would 
you convince him or 
her to support your 
position on medical 
marijuana? 

5. Should schools 
regularly test for 
marijuana use by their 
students? 

Get To Know You 
Questions 

 
1. What’s the last book 

you read? 
2. How have you made a 

difference with your 
platform? 

3. What has the Miss 
America Organization 
taught you about 
yourself? 

4. Tell me about your 
hometown. 

Tip of the Week 
 

Always answer questions 
“head on” so you get to the 
point quickly and then can 

expand with additional 
information, if necessary. 

http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000881
http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000141
http://www.procon.org/

