
SKIMM YOUR CANDIDATE: Florida Senator Marco Rubio (R)  
 
HOMETOWN: 

Miami, FL 

FUN FACT: 

I’m obsessed with football at every level. From high school to college, even little kids playing because my sons 
play. 
TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF. 

In terms of why I got into public service, it’s pretty straight forward. I feel like I have a debt that I’ll potentially 
never repay. My parents were both born into poor families and had little opportunities to get ahead. They 
came to America. They were never rich or famous here either, but through hard work they were able to 
achieve home ownership, retire with dignity, and left us with the chance to do all the things they never could. 
And so I feel like people like that who have been able to enjoy those benefits and those blessings, have a 
unique opportunity to ensure that we do everything we can so that people trying to do that now have the 
opportunity to do it as well. And that’s really what led me into public service and ultimately into running for 
president. 
WHO SHOULD WE CALL FOR A REFERENCE? 

I think on a personal level, my wife, who knows me better than anyone in the world. And then beyond it, I 
think the people of Florida. 
WHAT'S YOUR GREATEST STRENGTH? 

That I believe what I stand for, even though I do so in a way that’s respectful of other people’s views. I 
understand we’re a diverse society and a free one and I respect people who disagree with me, including on 
controversial issues. But I honestly believe what I believe, and I don’t believe in these issues for the purposes 
of judging anyone or for the purposes of winning an election. 
WHAT'S YOUR GREATEST WEAKNESS? 

My wife thinks I have more than one, but, I just think sometimes that fact that because I feel so passionately 
about what I believe in, you know I find myself talking too fast about it or not spending enough time to go into 
the details on it. Instead of picking three things to prioritize, I pick five to focus on. 

WHERE DO YOU STAND ON THE FOLLOWING... 

THE ECONOMY. 

We need to be globally competitive. We now live in a global economy and we need policies in taxes, 
regulations, energy, debt...we need policies that make America the easiest and the best place in the world for 
the private sector to create millions of 21st century jobs. 21st century jobs pay a lot more than 20th century 
jobs. 
EDUCATION AND STUDENT LOANS. 

Well I [had] student loans. I just paid them off four years ago. When you're in school and you're borrowing this 
money, you don't really think about what it means later on or what the monthly payments are gonna be like… 
I'm a supporter of student financial aid....I think we need alternatives to student loans like my student 
investment plan idea, which allows people to have their college funded through a private entity that invests in 



you the way they would in a small business. I think for those who already have loans, they should be allowed 
to pay it back on the basis of how much they make. So the more you make, the faster you pay back your loans. 
And the less you make, the less of a burden it is. 
THE IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL. 

When I’m president, we’ll cancel it on my first day in office. We’ll re-impose the sanctions that are on the 
books. I’ll ask Congress to increase them on every sector of their economy. And it’ll make it very clear to Iran, 
If they want a peaceful nuclear program, they have to pursue it the way South Korea does, the way Japan 
does, by importing the enriched material. And if they try to build weapons, we’re going to destroy their 
weapons program. 
WOULD YOU CHANGE ANYTHING ABOUT HOW THE US IS HANDLING THIS WHOLE ISIS THING? 

I would change everything about it. For starters, we would lead a coalition with our Sunni allies in the region. 
And we would support them with with training, with weapons, with airstrikes, with logistical support. And we 
would embed special operations forces alongside them to help them in that endeavor…That’s much different 
than what we have now which is limited airstrikes, which have left our allies wondering what our strategy is 
and has left a vacuum that the Russians are now trying to fill. 
WHAT ABOUT SYRIA? 

It would have been a lot easier if the president had done what I asked him to do [about Syria] three years ago 
and that’s to find defectors from the Syrian regime and train, arm, and equip them so that they can be the 
predominant rebel force on the ground. Because they didn’t do that, this uprising left a vacuum that was filled 
by radical jihadists. 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

As a policy maker, the decision I have to make is what do we do about it? And many of the solutions being 
presented to me won’t have any impact on the climate, other than symbolic. But they will have a deep impact 
on the economy….I think that if you look at the scientific arguments about [climate change], while there 
appears to be a scientific consensus that man contributes to it, …[they] don’t know how much of it is due to 
human activity, and that’s a very big deal. It’s the reason why these ideas they’re presenting to me are ones I 
can’t jump on board. 
IMMIGRATION. 

I think we have three immigration problems. First, we have to bring illegal immigration under control through 
more border security by preventing visa overstays through a mandatory e-verify system. After you’ve done 
that, the second step is we need to modernize legal immigration. And after we’ve done those two things, I 
think Americans are going to be very reasonable about what you do with someone who’s not a criminal, 
because if you're a criminal you’ll be deported, but someone who has been here for a good time and has 
otherwise been a good person in their time here. And I personally argue that those people should come 
forward, have a background check, pay a fine, start paying taxes, and learn English. And in exchange for that 
they get a work permit. And that’s all they’ll have for at least 10 years. And then I personally think that after 
10 years if they’ve complied with all the conditions, those who want to, should be allowed to apply for a green 
card through the normal process, not through a special process. 
RIGHT TO CHOOSE. YES OR NO? 

Well that’s not a yes or no question….I have said repeatedly that I understand how difficult it is, a young 15-
year-old girl who finds herself pregnant and she’s scared and she has her whole future is ahead of her. And I 
don’t in any way diminish that and I do believe women have the right to choose what to do with their own 
bodies. But in the case of a pregnancy there’s a second person involved and that’s an unborn human being. 
When confronted with two competing rights, the right to live and the right to choose, I’m forced to make a 
choice. And I’m gonna choose the side of life.…in the cases [of rape or incest], they’re terrible tragedies, 
they’re horrifying. And luckily in the 21st century, we have treatments available early on after an incident that 



can prevent that fertilization from happening. And that’s why I support the morning after pill being available 
over the counter and I certainly support them being made available immediately for rape victims. 
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE SUPREME COURT'S RULING ON GAY MARRIAGE? 

It was wrong constitutionally. Marriage has always been regulated by states, and that’s where it belongs. 
WHAT WOULD YOU ASK THE WHITE HOUSE CHEF TO MAKE FOR YOUR FIRST MEAL? 

Something Tex-Mex. I love Tex-Mex. I like enchiladas of every kind. 
HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU HIT SNOOZE IN THE MORNING? 

I don’t, actually. I’m pretty good about that. I usually don’t even wake up with an alarm clock. 
HOW DO YOU TAKE YOUR COFFEE? 

Black. It makes life a lot easier. 
theSKIMM 
Sen. Rubio has been ‘one to watch’ in the GOP for years. He's known for his aggressive foreign policy positions 
(see: Libya, Syria, Ukraine) and his support for immigration reform. Rubio’s also dealt with criticism over how 
he’s handled his own personal financial challenges -- which he argues helped him understand the struggles of 
other Americans. He’s hoping that, plus his Cuban-American roots, will help win votes from young and 
Hispanic voters who don't usually pull the lever for the GOP. For now, his campaign is reportedly laying low 
and waiting for the field to thin out. TBD on whether that strategy will win him votes in the end. 

 

SKIMM YOUR CANDIDATE: Gov. John Kasich (OH), Republican  

HOMETOWN 

Westerville, Ohio. It’s just outside of Columbus. 

FUN FACT 

I like to play golf. 

WHAT’S YOUR HANDICAP? 

You can know just about anything you want, but that’s one that stays private. But I’m pretty good. 

HOW DO YOU PRONOUNCE YOUR LAST NAME? 

Kay-sick. It rhymes with basic. 

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF. 

I have twin daughters who are gonna turn 16 on the 16th of January, 2016. I have a wife who is very smart and 

pretty. My daughters are smart and pretty. I’m lucky. I’m in public office, but I’m normal. I lead a very normal 

life. 

WHAT’S THE MOST NORMAL THING ABOUT YOU? 

One person described me many years ago when I was a congressman. It was a young boy who had a very 

serious illness. He told his mother, he said ‘John Kasich is just a kid in a congressman’s body.’ That’s sort of 

what I am. A kid in a governor’s body. 

SO WHY SHOULD AMERICA HIRE YOU? 
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Well because I have had good results in bringing people together, improving the economy, putting us in a 

position of good job creation, and I don’t think we should leave anybody behind. Especially people in the 

shadows. 

WHO SHOULD WE CALL FOR A REFERENCE? 

Can you call 11.5 million people in the state of Ohio? That’s who can give you a reference. 

WHAT’S YOUR GREATEST STRENGTH? 

Determination. 

WHAT’S YOUR GREATEST WEAKNESS? 

When I don’t refresh myself with the messages from the Scriptures. 

HOW IMPORTANT IS YOUR FAITH TO YOU? 

Very important. Well, because it gives you perspective on life....Inevitably the storms come. And the question 

is, is your house built on sand or is it built on solid rock? And faith gives you the sense that somebody greater 

than you is in charge and that all things will work in the end for good for those that love God. 

WHERE DO YOU STAND ON THE FOLLOWING… 

GUN CONTROL AND PRESIDENT OBAMA’S RECENT EXECUTIVE ACTIONS.  

Well I personally take executive actions, but I do it mostly in coordination with the leadership of the 

legislature. Because if you don’t, you’re gonna create huge problems down the road. Secondly, I’m a second 

amendment person. I think the one aspect of the president’s plan I like is the effort to make sure we deal with 

the mentally ill and keeping guns out of the hands of the mentally ill. 

ARE YOU IN FAVOR OF THE BACKGROUND CHECKS? 

Oh yeah, we have background checks on the books right now. 

THE ECONOMY. 

Well the economy is poor. That’s why young people can’t get jobs, it’s why people in their 50s get laid off, and 

it’s why wages aren’t growing faster. So I was actually chairman of the Budget Committee when we balanced 

the budget and cut taxes. And the economy in America was strong and now the economy in Ohio is strong. 

One of the strongest in the country. So you create certainty. You limit your regulations, you cut taxes, and 

you’re fiscally responsible. It creates certainty for job creators. Because in uncertain times, you won’t survive. 

IMMIGRATION. 

I’m for finishing the border so we can protect the country. A guest worker program so people can come in and 

out, work and go home. And for the 11.5 million people who broke the law to get here, if they haven’t broken 

the law while they’ve been here, then I would give them a path to legalization. Maybe pay back taxes as a fine. 

If you’ve violated the law since you’ve been here, then that’s a different story. 

 

WHAT ABOUT LETTING IN MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES, SPECIFICALLY FROM SYRIA? 

We have to be able to determine who these folks are. At this point, I think we should take a pause. 

 

EDUCATION AND STUDENT LOANS.  

Well number one, I think potential students shouldn’t go to school on the basis of brand. They should go on 

the basis of affordability....The leaders of our universities need to be mindful of their administrative costs, 

which they’re not doing a good job of. And in addition, students in high school should be able to take both 

remedial courses to prepare themselves for college and secondly, to get college credit. And if you have big 



debt, there’s two things we can think about. One is to perhaps give employers an incentive to help you pay 

that debt. And secondly, the idea of some sort of a legitimate community service to help you work off some of 

your debt. 

 

RIGHT TO CHOOSE. YES OR NO? 

I’m pro-life. With the exception of rape, incest, and life of the mother. 

 

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR PLANNED PARENTHOOD. 

I’m not for it. But I am for robust women’s health funding. Just not in the hands of an organization that I think 

has really been discredited. 

SUPREME COURT’S RULING ON GAY MARRIAGE. 

I follow it. I’ve accepted it. 

 

WERE YOU IN FAVOR OF IT? 

No, I’m for traditional marriage. But now that the court has ruled that’s where we’re gonna go and I’ve been 

to my first gay wedding. They had really good champagne....Just because you go to a wedding, doesn’t mean 

you’re gonna get good champagne. 

 

WOULD YOU CHANGE ANYTHING ABOUT HOW THE US IS HANDLING THIS WHOLE ISIS THING? 

I would put a coalition together and I would destroy them. 

 

DOES THAT MEAN BOOTS ON THE GROUND? 

It does. It means that we’ll have to be there and be the leader. And we have to destroy them. Because if we 

don’t destroy them, they’re coming to destroy us. 

 

WHERE DO YOU STAND ON SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASSAD? 

Assad has to go. He’s aligned with Iran and Russia and that’s a very dangerous alliance and he has to go. I 

would not have the US directly involved in the civil war, but we delayed too long in supporting the rebel 

groups. And now we’re sort of obfuscating about whether he should stay or go, and I think he should go. 

 

WHAT IS A POLITICAL POSITION YOU’VE CHANGED YOUR MIND ON? 

I can’t think of one. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE. 

I think that human beings affect the climate, but I don’t think we know to what degree. And I think we have to 

be careful that as we deal with it, we don’t put people out of work. I believe in all forms of energy, including 

renewables. I believe in solar and wind. But I also believe in traditional sources, because if we drive up the cost 

of energy, then there are gonna be people who manufacture it who lose their jobs. 

 

OBAMACARE.  



Well I want to repeal Obamacare, but I have a plan to replace it so that people who are the working poor can 

still get health insurance. And secondly, I wanna change the whole model of health insurance to reward 

doctors who either keep us healthy or get us healthy and who offer higher quality and lower prices. And I 

wanna put money in their pocket for achieving lower prices and higher quality. 

 

THE EXPANSION OF MEDICAID IN OHIO…IT RUFFLED SOME FEATHERS WITH MEMBERS OF YOUR OWN 

PARTY... 

That’s life. I politely disagree with them, and not always as politely as I should. I’m not in politics to win a poll. 

I’m in politics to improve people’s lives. And because of the expansion of Medicaid, we have people whose 

lives have been saved and I’m very, very happy about that. 

 

WHAT WOULD YOU ASK THE WHITE HOUSE CHEF TO MAKE FOR YOUR FIRST MEAL? 

My favorite food is pasta. I guess it’s not good for us, but I don’t care. 

 

WHAT ARE YOU WATCHING ON NETFLIX RIGHT NOW? 

I don’t have Netflix. But what I just watched was “The Butler”….and I just got done watching Star Wars Six with 

my daughter. Six, not the new one. 

 

HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU HIT SNOOZE IN THE MORNING? 

I don’t. I sleep in late enough where I have to get up. 

 

HOW DO YOU TAKE YOUR COFFEE? 
Black. 

 

SKIMM YOUR CANDIDATE: Texas Senator Ted Cruz (R) 
 
HOMETOWN: 

Houston [Texas]. I was born in Calgary, Canada. 
 
FUN FACT: 

I grew up playing all sorts of video games, but now I mostly play them on my iPhone, which drives [my wife] 
Heidi crazy. Both Caroline and Catherine, my girls, love to play Plants vs. Zombies on the iPhone. 
 
WHO SHOULD WE CALL FOR A REFERENCE? 

My wife Heidi. She is my best friend in the entire world. She is beautiful, brilliant, and an amazing business 
woman. And, a phenomenal mom to our two little girls. Everything we do, we do together. 

 
WHAT'S YOUR GREATEST STRENGTH? 



That I do what I say I will do. All of us are frustrated out of our minds that career politicians in Washington in 
both parties, Democrats and Republicans, make promises on the campaign trail that they don’t follow 
through. And, indeed, I’ve referred many times to what I call “the Washington Cartel” -- which is career 
politicians in both parties getting in bed with lobbyists with special interests. And it seems, no matter which 
party is in power, the government grows and grows, our debt grows and grows, and our liberties continually 
recede. And, I believe working men and women across this country are fed up that, and are looking for leaders 
who will honor their promises. And that’s what I’ve done every day I’ve been in office. 

 
WHAT'S YOUR GREATEST WEAKNESS? 

Being willing to take on the Washington Cartel. Necessarily, it takes withering attacks coming back at you. You 
take on the Washington Cartel, Democrats attack you, Republicans attack you, the media attacks you. Being 
subject to those withering attacks is not without its challenges. 

 
WE'RE GOING TO ASK YOU FOR YOUR STANCES ON A FEW ISSUES. IT'S BEST TO KEEP YOUR ANSWERS AS 
SHORT AS POSSIBLE, AND CONVERSATIONAL. 

That’s a hard request for someone who talked for 21 hours in Congress. 

WHERE DO YOU STAND ON THE FOLLOWING... 

 
THE ECONOMY. 

My top priority in all of this has been restoring economic growth, bringing back jobs, growth, and opportunity. 
For six and a half years, we have been trapped in economic stagnation, and that is a direct result of out of 
control spending at the cost of the nation. We can get back to booming growth, and the keys to doing so are 
tax reform and regulatory reform. Tax reform: adopting a simple flat tax, where every American can fill out his 
or her taxes on a post card. And regulatory reform: stopping the crushing regulations that are strangling small 
businesses that are making it harder and harder to create jobs. And the most important regulatory reform is 
repealing every word of Obamacare, which is just the biggest job killer in this country. 

 
THAT ANSWERS OUR NEXT QUESTION WHICH WAS HEALTH CARE. WHERE DO YOU STAND ON THE STATE OF 
EDUCATION AND STUDENT LOANS? 

I understand this first-hand….when I came out of college and grad school, I had six-figures in student loans. I 
just paid off my student loans five or six years ago. Economic growth is critical to young people because if we 
want this generation to be able to pay off their loans and develop the skills to live the American dream, we’ve 
got to return to an environment where small businesses are growing and flourishing, and creating jobs and 
opportunities. That’s my top priority. 

 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

I believe that government policy should follow the evidence and the data….When it comes to global warming, 
far too much of the debate in Washington is centered around politics rather than the data and the evidence. If 
you look to the satellite data, it demonstrates that over the past 17 years, there has been no meaningful 
recorded warming whatsoever. And yet, politicians in Washington are disregarding the evidence and the facts 
because it is in their political interest to expand government control over the economy. And, to drive up costs 
for hard working families across this country... 

 
WOULD YOU CHANGE ANYTHING ABOUT HOW THE US IS HANDLING THIS WHOLE ISIS THING? 



We cannot win a war on radical Islamist terrorists with a president and administration unwilling to utter the 
words “radical Islamic terrorists.”….Right now, the Obama administration refuses to acknowledge what it is 
we’re fighting. And, our policy has been utterly ineffective. Just a few months ago, President Obama dismissed 
ISIS as, to quote, “Junior Varsity.” It turned out his assessment was profoundly wrong. Radical Islamic 
terrorism is on the rise….And yet the administration persists in what is essentially a photo-op foreign policy -- 
drop a bomb here, a missile there. We need a commander-in-chief who resolves to do what is necessary to 
keep Americans safe from radical Islamic terrorists who have declared war on America. 

 
GUN CONTROL. 

I’ve just spent virtually my entire life fighting to defend the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights 
exclusively protects the Second Amendment right to bear arms. The right of law by the citizens to protect their 
homes, to protect their families. I have also spent much of my adult life in law enforcement. I believe we 
should go after violent criminals and come down on them like a ton of bricks. 

 
RIGHT TO CHOOSE. YES OR NO? 

I believe that women have the right to choose in every aspect of their lives. To choose how to work, how to 
live, how to achieve the American dream. Now, I also support the right to life of every unborn child. Every girl 
and boy. And I believe that we should work towards a culture that protects every human life from the moment 
of conception until the time of natural death. 

 
GAY MARRIAGE. YES OR NO? 

It may be that you and I disagree on the policy of marriage. I support traditional marriage as the union 
between one man and one woman. But under the Constitution, if you disagree with that proposition, there is 
an avenue for you to advance your policy. Namely, you can try to convince your fellow citizens to change the 
marriage laws of your states. From the beginning of this country, marriage has always been a question for the 
states. Now it may well be just that the men and women of some states (New York and California) might make 
one policy decision, and the men and women of other states (like Texas or Florida) make a different policy 
decision. That’s the way our Constitution is supposed to work. Unfortunately, five judges on the Supreme 
Court decided they didn’t care what 320 million Americans thought about the laws that should govern them. 
That they were going to impose their own extreme policy instead that was contrary to Constitution and 
fundamentally undermined the rule of law in this country. 

 
WHAT WOULD YOU ASK THE WHITE HOUSE CHEF TO MAKE FOR YOUR FIRST MEAL AT 1600 PENNSYLVANIA 
AVE? 

I had joked that one of the things I would very quickly do is make preparations to have a Christmas Eve pig 
roast on the south lawn of the White House. The Cuban tradition is to roast a pig for Christmas Eve, and I look 
forward to doing that. 

 
HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU HIT SNOOZE IN THE AM? 

Typically twice. It is a bad habit I have had my whole life….when I was in college, my college roommates super 
glued the snooze button down so that I couldn’t hit snooze again. 

 
HOW DO YOU TAKE YOUR COFFEE? 

With lots of cream, and being Cuban, we often prefer café con leche. 



 
theSKIMM 
Cruz is a first-term senator who was elected with a little help from his Tea Party friends. He's won support 
from a lot of far-right voters for his hardline positions against Obama administration policies. And caused a 
few headaches for his less-far-right co-workers along the way. There was that time he filibustered to try 
to defund Obamacare. And got blamed for the government shutdown. 
 

SKIMM YOUR CANDIDATE: Donald Trump (R)  

 

HOMETOWN: Queens, NY  

IMMIGRATION: Wants to build a wall along the Mexican border, and ban Muslims from entering the US. 

FOREIGN POLICY: Putin needs a strong man to stand up to him. Hint, hint. 

TRADE: Says the Trans-Pacific Trade Partnership “stinks” and China is “killing” us in trade. 

FUN FACT: He made a cameo in “Home Alone 2.” 

THESKIMM: Trump and his hair have hogged all the campaign attention in a huuuuuge way. While he has the 
polling numbers to back up his big talk, TBD on how many people will pull the lever for him. 

SKIMM YOUR CANDIDATE: Ben Carson (R)  
 

HOMETOWN: Detroit, MI  

RIGHT TO CHOOSE: Thinks abortion should be outlawed even in cases of rape and incest. 

HEALTH CARE: Wants to make health savings accounts available to all, repeal Obamacare. 

GAY MARRIAGE: Says marriage is a religious institution and that gay marriage shouldn’t have been given a 
thumbs up by the Supremes. 

FUN FACT: Once separated conjoined twins. 

THESKIMM: Carson’s running as the political outsider who can bring fresh ideas to DC. And he’s not the only 
one. Cough, Trump, cough. 

 

SKIMM YOUR CANDIDATE: Hillary Clinton (D) 
 

HOMETOWN: 

I was born in Chicago and raised in a suburb called Park Ridge, IL. 
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FUN FACT: 

One of the best jobs I had to prepare me to be president was sliming fish in Alaska. 

 
TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF. 

Well, I am from the Midwest and I had a great upbringing -- went to public schools, and had my first job when 
I was thirteen working in a public park in Park Ridge, and I worked ever since except the eight years when I 
was First Lady [when] I was a full time volunteer. And I was lucky enough right out of law school to go work for 
the Children’s Defense Fund, defending and advocating for kids and that’s really been a passion that I’ve 
brought with me, my entire life in every job that I’ve ever had. 

 
WHO SHOULD WE CALL FOR A REFERENCE? 

Since the job interview is for being the president of the United States, probably my husband, who has been 
there and knows how hard the job is. And President Obama who I worked for, for four years. I think calling the 
two presidents...makes the most sense. 

 
WHAT'S YOUR GREATEST STRENGTH? 

My greatest strength is my passionate commitment to helping people -- and I feel so strongly that I had a lot 
of opportunities and that there are people, particularly women, who are just as talented and hardworking, but 
who haven’t had the same chances that I had. And one of the reasons why in all of my economic policies that I 
am talking about in this campaign I really put women at the center -- and it’s not just because I am one -- it’s 
because when women succeed, families do better, America does better... I think that a lot of my commitment 
and my strength is because I don’t quit, I stay focused, and I work hard to try to contribute to making life 
better for all of us. 

 
WHAT'S YOUR GREATEST WEAKNESS? 

How much time do we have? I am impatient and I sometimes come across as impatient, which is not always 
attractive, and [I] get really frustrated with people who don’t understand what I think it’s going to take to 
make our country great tomorrow just like we were yesterday. 

WHERE DO YOU STAND ON THE FOLLOWING... 

THE ECONOMY. 

I believe that we avoided a Great Depression and I give a lot of credit to the American people who made tough 
decisions….I want the middle class to mean something again. I want people to feel like their paychecks are 
reflecting their hard work. That’s why I put raising incomes as my goal for my economic agenda, because if we 
don’t...we are going to see the slow and steady erosion of the middle class, and that is one of the great 
inventions of the United States. 

 
THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (AKA OBAMACARE). 

I’m very proud of the Affordable Care Act and what it has accomplished….but I think we have to do more. 
What I want to see us do is tackle the cost issues….I think that we made a big step forward in saying that we 
are going to take care of mental health problems, but I don’t think we are delivering on that. 



 
EDUCATION. 

I am going to propose that we refinance the student loans that are already held by people. And we have to 
make college itself more affordable. I support the president’s plan for two years of free community college, I 
think that is the modern equivalent of extending high school to everyone….I’m a big believer that you should 
have the option of paying back your loans based on something called income-contingency repayment. I had 
that when I went to law school….I had to borrow money, which I did -- but I paid it back as a percentage of my 
income. 

 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

I think it is one of the most consequential crises that we face on the planet…. And I support what the president 
has done in using his executive authority to address everything from mileage to power plant emissions. So I 
am one who believes that we have got to accelerate the development on clean renewable energy and energy 
efficiency and...I will be rolling out a set of goals that I think our country could meet. 

 
THE IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL. 

I support it. I worked as secretary of state to put into place the very tough sanctions on Iran….and I really 
support what Secretary Kerry and [US Energy] Secretary Moniz did to put together the deal. The question for 
me is enforcements. We have to make sure that everything is done to enforce the terms of this agreement 
and I would be very tough on enforcement. 

 
WOULD YOU CHANGE ANYTHING ABOUT HOW THE US IS HANDLING THIS WHOLE ISIS THING? 

I did advocate early on when I was still secretary of state for more help to the moderate rebels against Assad 
in Syria, because I believed that they would be more likely to work with the United States and the West if we 
supported them early. That was not the policy that was adopted at that time, and it’s always hard in 
retrospect to say what would’ve happened if something else had been decided so I don’t want to be in a 
position where I’m second guessing, but I think our efforts now to try to train and arm so-called moderates 
inside of Syria is made much more difficult because al-Qaeda groups, ISIS groups, other terrorist groups have 
really flooded the zone….And now we have to do what the president has advocated…. [ISIS] is not a threat that 
we can just wish would go away, we do have to confront it, but we have to be smart about it. And I do not 
think putting American troops on the ground is the smart way to deal with it. 

 
RIGHT TO CHOOSE. YES OR NO? 

Yes! 

 
THE SUPREME COURT'S RULING ON GAY MARRIAGE. YES OR NO? 

Yes! 

 
WHAT WOULD YOU ASK THE WHITE HOUSE CHEF TO MAKE FOR YOUR FIRST MEAL BACK? 

I can’t possibly be as disciplined as the Obamas. I just can’t. I mean I’ve had meals with them -- they are so 
disciplined….There is a whole pastry kitchen in the White House, and there is always a fabulous pastry chef 



who works there and you can ask for anything, so you have to remind me when I’m there...Anything that even 
comes close to having chocolate in it, on it, around it, is pretty hard for me to resist. 

 
HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU HIT SNOOZE IN THE MORNING? 

Depends upon the morning. Some mornings not at all, I wake up before I even have planned to. Some 
mornings I go, “oh I can’t believe it’s time. Give me just five more minutes.” But it is usually only once. 

 
HOW DO YOU TAKE YOUR COFFEE? 

Sometimes black, sometimes with cream or milk. 

 
theSKIMM 

Hillz has a resume that includes former secretary of state, US senator, First Lady, and law firm partner. So, 
she’s got experience. But she’s also got baggage. There’s the possible federal investigation into whether 
sensitive info was compromised in connection with the personal email account she used as secretary of state. 
There’s also the fact that she’s been the Democratic frontrunner before -- and just like in ‘08, there’s a 
candidate further to the left that’s generating a lot of buzz among young voters. 

SKIMM YOUR CANDIDATE: Bernie Sanders (D) 

 
HOMETOWN: 

Burlington, VT 
 
FUN FACT: 

I have seven beautiful grandchildren. 
 
TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF. 

I was mayor of the city of Burlington, VT for eight years. And I think that people who visit Burlington today will 
find it to be one of the more exciting and livable cities in America, and my administration played a role in 
making that happen. I was a congressman from 1990 to 2006, for sixteen years, and then I've been in the US 
Senate since, for nine years. 
 
SO, WHY SHOULD AMERICA HIRE YOU? 

Well, I think that this country faces enormous problems today. We have income and wealth inequality almost 
greater than any country on Earth, and I think that's unfair....I don't think that that's the nation that America 
wants to be. And I think that we need leadership to stand up to the billionaire class...and make sure that our 
government works for all of the people, and not just a handful of wealthy people. 
 
WHO SHOULD WE CALL FOR A REFERENCE? 

The people of the state of Vermont. Now, that’s 630,000 people so you’re going to have to make a lot of 
calls... 
 

http://skimmth.is/1SJ33Fe
http://skimmth.is/1fC2xMN


WHAT'S YOUR GREATEST STRENGTH? 

I think that the agenda I’m bringing forward is an agenda that resonates with the American people. 
 
WHAT'S YOUR GREATEST WEAKNESS? 

I probably get focused on too many issues, and am not as sociable as I might be. 

WHERE DO YOU STAND ON THE FOLLOWING... 
 
THE ECONOMY. 

I think I just gave it to you [see above]. The middle class in the United States is disappearing. We need to 
create millions of decent paying jobs, raise the minimum wage, and provide pay equity for women workers. 
 
THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (AKA OBAMACARE). 

The United States is the only major country on earth that does not guarantee healthcare to all people as a 
right. I believe in a Medicare for all, single-payer program, and guaranteeing health care to all people. I voted 
for the Affordable Care Act, but that still leaves 35 million Americans without any health insurance. 
 
EDUCATION. 

[Congress has] introduced legislation [proposed by Sanders] regarding higher education financing [that] does 
two things. Number 1, it provides free tuition at public colleges and universities...it substantially lowers 
student debt by allowing those people who have the debt to refinance their loans at lower interest rates. And 
number 2, it gets the government, who holds many of these loans, out of the business of profiteering off 
middle class and working class families. 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

I have helped to lead the US Congress in introducing legislation to combat climate change. I’ve introduced the 
most comprehensive legislation on climate change in Congress. 
 
THE IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL. 

Well, the devil is in the details, but I applaud the president and Secretary Kerry for the hard work of working 
with six countries, and Iran, in order to make sure that Iran does not get a nuclear weapon, and that we can 
reach that goal without having to go to war. 
 
GUN CONTROL. 

I represent a state which is a very rural state -- and my state has virtually no gun control at all -- but despite 
that, I voted to ban certain types of semi-automatic weapons. I voted for an instant background check. And I 
voted to close the loophole that currently exists for gun shows. 
 
RIGHT TO CHOOSE. YES OR NO? 

Yes, I have 100% lifetime voting record. I believe a woman has the right to control her own body, and not the 
government. 
 
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE SUPREME COURT'S RULING ON GAY MARRIAGE? 

I strongly supported the Supreme Court decision. 



 
WHAT WOULD YOU ASK THE WHITE HOUSE CHEF TO MAKE FOR YOUR FIRST MEAL? 

I really haven't thought too much about that. 
 
HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU HIT SNOOZE IN THE MORNING? 

I don’t. 
 
HOW DO YOU TAKE YOUR COFFEE? 

Do you have many of these questions? 
NO, THIS IS THE LAST ONE. 

With some cream. 
 
theSKIMM 
Bernie Sanders is a self-described socialist who wants to raise the minimum wage to $15 an hour, and 
supports breaking up big banks. He’s also drawing some of the biggest and youngest crowds of any candidate 
in the race so far -- making the Democratic nomination contest much spicier than the party expected. TBD on 
whether the momentum will translate into votes. 
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http://skimmth.is/1CMnzmL
http://skimmth.is/1RLqu5N
http://skimmth.is/1I9Cp2n
http://skimmth.is/1Vrqlnn

