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FOCUSING ON COMPLETE 

PREPARATION AND A 

BETTER WAY TO REACH 

YOUR GOALS, 

DEVELOPING THE 

INDIVIDUAL FIRST. 

Helping you Achieve 
your Preparation Goals 
The Legacy Group Pageant Consulting Interview Focus Newsletter is 

designed to specifically assist our clients participating in interview preparation 

but is beneficial to any contestant. 

 

Our weekly updates include the most important news events and related 

stories so that you learn to build your depth of knowledge around the “right” 

current events and stop wasting valuable time studying facts and issues that 

will never find their way into the interview room. 

 

In addition, we also focus on one key social issue in each newsletter to help 

you understand the pros and cons and help you better decide where you 

stand on each issue.  Once you know where you stand you can better defend 

your viewpoint in the interview process. 

  

As a bonus there are extra interview questions on each week’s social issue 

and “get to know you” questions as well as a “tip of the week”. When you’re 

prepared properly, you’ll never be nervous walking into an interview again!  

Enjoy! 

 

~Michelle & Jessica 

 

 

PAGEANT WATCH 

 

Legacy Group wants to send a very special congratulations to the Miss Muscatine program on a great pageant last weekend!  We are 

very excited to work with the new titleholders this year to achieve their goals.  Iowa Girls- there are only a few more locals left this year.  

Please let us know if you need any help with preparation!     
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1. The Supreme Court announced this week that they 

will hear the issue of whether same-sex couples 

have a constitutional right to marry, or whether 

states are allowed to ban gay marriages.  This 

comes on the heels of Florida becoming the 36th 

state in the country (in addition to the District of 

Columbia) too allow gay marriage.  Do you believe 

that there should be a nationwide ruling making gay 

marriage legal in all fifty states? 

 CNN  

 

2. Joe Paterno’s (the former head coach of Penn 

State) wins have been restored and he is now 

again the winningest coach in major college football 

history.  This agreement was part of a settlement 

that also directs a $60 million fine to address child 

abuse be spent within Pennsylvania.  Do you agree 

with this decision to restore his wins?  Should they 

have been taken away in the first place? 

Penn State 

ESPN 

 

    

3.  President Obama was in Cedar Falls, Iowa this 

week to spotlight the community’s investment in 

affordable, high-speed Internet.  The President 

claims that Cedar Falls is on par with some of the 

most connected cities in the world.  In preparation 

for his upcoming State of the Union, the President 

laid out plans for cities across the U.S. to follow this 

lead in order allow businesses across the country 

to compete with those in big cities.  Do you think 

this issues is important?  Or are there other bigger 

issues the President should be highlighting?  

  

  NPR 

 
   

 
4.  Joni Ernst, the newly elected Senator from Iowa, has 
been selected to provide the GOP’s response to President 
Obama’s State of the Union address.  Some argue that 
she is the perfect choice to give the response- a 
conservative woman, an Iraq war veteran who comes from 
a swing state with the possibility to sell the Republican 
message to females and younger votes.  On the flip side, 
the response to the State of the Union, has in recent 
years, been a difficult spot to fill often causing awkward 
responses that cause backlash for those providing the 
speech.  Do you think Senator Ernst is the right choice for 
this?  Will you be watching the State of the Union?  Do 
you think this is still an important way for the President to 
address the public or does it just become a clearer 
delineation of the line between Republicans and 
Democrats? 
Politico 
 
5.  This week the University of Virginia reinstated the Phi 
Kappa Psi fraternity chapter on campus after allegations in 
a Rolling Stone’s magazine article alleged that a rape had 
occurred at the fraternity and such allegations were 
unfounded.  The University also required all greek 
organizations on campus to agree to new policies to 
govern behavior, including requiring all beer to be served 
in cans, register fraternity functions by the Tuesday before 
an event and to have sober monitors on hand wearing a 
designated identifier for all chapter gatherings (and who 
will pour wine if that is being served).  With the high rate of 
sexual assaults occurring on college campuses, do you 
think the new policies at the U of Va will go far enough to 
stop such incidents?  What more could be done on 
campus?  Do you think the alleged victim in the Rolling 
Stones article is being treated fairly here with the 
reinstatement of the fraternity? 
ABC News 
 
 
 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/01/16/politics/court-gay-marriage/index.html
http://pennstate.247sports.com/Bolt/Penn-State-players-react-to-Paterno-getting-wins-restored-34805455
http://espn.go.com/college-football/story/_/id/12179571/joe-paterno-111-wins-were-vacated-restored
http://www.npr.org/2015/01/14/377267031/obama-spotlights-high-speed-internet-success-in-iowa
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/01/joni-ernst-state-of-the-union-response-114293.html
http://abcnews.go.com/US/uva-fraternities-agree-greek-system-rules-initial-refusal/story?id=28294455


 

 

  

Social Issue of the Week:  

Gay Marriage 
 
 
With the announcement this week that the Supreme Court will be taking up the issue of 
gay marriage during this term, we thought it would be important to take a closer look at 
this issue.  As of January 6, 2015, 36 states have legalized gay marriage in the U.S. as 
well as the District of Columbia.  14 states have gay marriage bans through either laws or 
constitutional amendments or both.   
 
Proponents of gay marriage: 

- Contend that gay marriage bans are discriminatory and 
unconstitutional, and that same-sex couples should have access to 
all the benefits enjoyed by different-sex couples. 

 
Opponents of gay marriage: 

- Argue that marriage has traditionally been defined as being between 
one man and one woman and that marriage is primarily for 
procreation.  Altering such definitional will further weaken a 
threatened institution and could lead to legalization of other non-
traditional forms of marriage such as polygamy and interspecies 
marriages.   
 

Other Items to Note: 
- On May 17, 2004, the first legal gay marriage in the United States 

was performed in Cambridge, MA, between Tanya McCloskey, a 
massage therapist and Marcia Kadish, an employment manager at 
an engineering firm. 

- The Congressional Budget Office estimated on December 17, 2009m 
that extending benefits to same-sex domestic partners of federal 
employees would cost the federal government almost $600 million in 
mandatory spending and $300 million in discretionary spending 
between 2010 and 204=19. 

- The Catholic Church, United Methodist Church, Southern Baptist 
Convention, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, National 
Association of Evangelicals, and American Baptist Churches USA all 
opposed same-sex marriage. 
 

 
A very interesting history of the gay rights movement can be found here:   
 
http://gaymarriage.procon.org/#Background (“Background:  Should Gay Marriage be 
Legal?” 
 
 
 
**Information from www.procon.org 
  

 

 
 

 
 

Social Issue Questions 
1.  Should gay 
marriage be legal in all 
50 states? 
2.  Is this a decision 
that should be decided 
by the federal 
government or left up 
to the states? 
3.  Do you think the 
debate about gay 
marriage will still exist 
in 5 years? 
4.  Should we be 
concerned about the 
imputed costs to 
companies to cover the 
benefits of a same-sex 
partner as we consider 
this debate?   

Get To Know You 
Questions 
1.  Who is your best friend? 
2.  Do we focus too much 
on advancement of women 
and not enough on 
advancement of the most 
qualified person? 
3.  Why did you choose to 
attend your university? 
4.  What motivates you? 
5.  How do you define 
success? 
 

Tip of the Week 
Personal stories make your 
interview!  Don’t forget to 
bring them in to current 
events questions as well- 
make yourself relevant and 
relatable and the judges will 
remember you! 

http://gaymarriage.procon.org/#Background
http://www.procon.org/

